The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire. 


A goblin funeral passing near to Extwistle Hall near Burnley. 

Extwistle Hall . 

The main body of Extwistle Hall dates from 1580, the rear wing from 1637 and was the home of 
the Parker family. Local legend tells the story of Captain Robert Parker who, after a meeting 
with the Jacobites in the early 18th Century witnessed a goblin funeral passing near to Extwistle 
Hall. He hid in some bushes but was horrified to see the goblin procession bearing a coffin 
inscribed with his own name. He took this as a warning against siding with the Jacobites and 
withdrew his support, refusing to take any part in the failed uprising of 1715. Extwistle hall is 
currently abandoned. 

Deep in the heart of the English countryside, nestled amongst rolling hills and dense forests, lies 
the long-abandoned Extwistle Hall. Once a grand estate and the home of the wealthy Parker 
family, it now stands as a crumbling, eerie relic of the past. 

As the sun began to set, casting long shadows across the overgrown gardens and cobbled 
courtyard, a strange procession approached the Hall. It was a funeral procession, led by a group 
of small, green-skinned creatures, who marched solemnly towards the entrance, carrying a small 
coffin between them. 

Captain Robert Parker, a former resident of the Hall, had long ago heard tales of the goblin 
funerals that occasionally passed through the area. But he had always dismissed them as mere 
superstition, the wild tales of country folk. 

As he watched the procession from the safety of the bushes, however, he realized that the 
legends were true. The goblins marched with a solemn purpose, their faces twisted in grief and 
determination. And as they drew closer, he saw that the name on the coffin was his own. 

With a sudden surge of fear, Captain Parker knew that this was a warning. The goblins had 
come to show him his own fate if he continued to support the Jacobite cause. He had been 
planning to join the uprising of 1715, but now he knew he could not. The goblins had made their 
message clear. 

From that day forward, Captain Parker withdrew his support, refusing to take any part in the 
rebellion. And though the Jacobites were ultimately defeated, he survived to tell the tale of the 
goblin funeral that had passed by Extwistle Hall. 

Years passed, and the Hall fell into disrepair, abandoned by its former inhabitants. But the 
legend of the goblin funeral lived on, a warning to any who dared to meddle in the affairs of the 
supernatural world. And though the goblins themselves were never seen again, their presence 
lingered, haunting the Hall and its surrounding countryside for generations to come. 


By Donald Jay 


